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The Three Basic Facts of Existence

“Whether the Tathagatas [Buddhas] appear or not, O Bhikkhus (monks), it remains a
fact, an established principle, a natural law that all conditioned things are transient
(anicca), sorrowful (dukkha) and that everything is without a self (anatta).” (Sutta
Pitaka)
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The Three Basic Facts of Existence are also known as the Three Characteristics,
the Three Signata or the Three Signs. The formula for the Three Basic Facts given
in verses 277-9 of the Dhammapada is:

Sabbe sankhara anicca all conditioned things are impermanent, transient

Sabbe sankhara dukkha all conditioned things are sorrowful, unsatisfactory
Sabbe dhamma anatta all phenomena are without ego, self, substance
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