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5 The people should be cherished,
And should not be downtrodden.
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florish.™
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14MENCIUS, p. 53. “Aterritory of a hundred li square is sufficient to enable its ruler to become a true
King. If your Majesty (King Hui of Liang) practices bensvolent government toward the people, reduces punish-
ment and taxation, gets the people to plough deeply and weed promptly, and if the able-bodied men learn, in their
spare time, to be good sans and good younger brothers, loyal to their word, so that they wili, in the famity, serve there
tathers and eleder brother, and out side the family, serve their eiders and superiors, then they can be made to inflict
defeat on the strong armour and sharp weapons of ch'im and ¢’hu, armed with nothing but staves.

These other princes take the people away from their work during the busy seasons, making it impos-
sible for them to tiil the land and so minister to the needs of their parents. These parents suffer cold and hunger
while brothers, wives and children are separated and scattered. These princes push their people into pits andinto
water. If you go and punish such princes who is there to oppose you? Hence ti is said “The benevolent man has

no match’ | beg of you not to have any doubts.
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