Buddhism and the Sciences: Historical Background,

Contemporary Developments
Abstract

While discourse on the relation between Christianity and
science has a long history, it has only been in the last
century that Buddhists and Buddhist scholars have begun to
consider the relation between their own religious tradition
and the promises and challenges of modern science. This
does not mean that there has not been a long history of a
relation between Buddhism and the sciences. However,
rarely has that relation been conceived of in terms of
“discourse on religion and science” as such. As a result,
much of the recent work done in the area of science and
religion, though significant in its own right, inadequately
considers many core Buddhist concerns. Originally
published in 1993, this version has been updated with a
preface surveying developments over the last three

decades.



